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"THERE'S A BASIC MISTRUST WHICH IS EXCITING": 
INTERVIEW WITH CAROL LEFCOURT, PANTHER 2! LAWYER 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Carol Lef court is a member of dew fork's 
Law Commune, a group of radical lawyers , She and 
other Commune lawyers were part of the defense 
teem which helped defend the Panther 21.) 

DO YOU SEE ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO THE STRING OF 
ACQUITTALS OF THE PANTHER 21, THE DETROIT 12, AND 
THE MISTRIALS OF BOBBY AND ERICKA? 

It seems to be a wave. I don't think it was 
an aberration* It's true we had a very unicue 
jury because there were so many i n t e 1 1 ectua 1 s , 
but on the other hand, there were civil servants*- 
the post office worker and the longshoreman. They 
were all different kinds of people.. No matter how 
unique they were, in some sense they were ordinary 
people in regular jobs* This Panther verdict 
wasn't the only recent verdict in New York,, The 
Harlem 6, down the hall*, in fact got an acquittal 
on the basic charges.. They got them on guns ; 
yes ? but I think in years past they would have 
been convicted of everything, 

DO YOU THINK THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN ANY DIF- 
FERENCE IF THE JURY WAS CHOSEN FROM QUEENS RATHER 
THAN MANHATTAN? 

I think in Queens it probably would have 
been a different story. Their juries are much 
more white. I think the fact that there were a 
lot of black jurors was a great influence. In 
Queens the juries are much more rigid, much more 
traditional* But we can expect changes in other 
boroughs,, I haven't gone over statisitics but 
that would be an interesting thing to do because 
in the misdameaor trial (They started giving 
jury trials for misdemeanors about a year ago 
when the Supreme Court ruled a misdemeanor is a 
serious crime and you're entitled to a jury), 
legal aide attorneys are saying, "Wow, we're 
getting all sorts of acquittals. People are 
holding out and refusing to convict even in the 
ordinary cases." 

I also have a feeling that it isn't so New 
York* Ken Cockrell in Detroit wins practically 
everything because most of the jurors are black. 

I don't think he’s lost a case in something like 
a year. 

In New York a few months ago we had the 
mini-Pat hi er Trial* Two Panthers were charged with 
attempted robbery and they were acquitted on the 
theory of entrapment. There was an undercover 
agent named Thomas Entrapment means if it were 
not for the agent end his provoking them no 
crime wou 1 d have been contemplated. They were 
acquitted down the hall and I suppose we should 
have gotten some inkling. 

The Bobby and Ericka verdict was almost for 
ac.qu i t ta 1 - -on 1 y a couple of holdouts. It can t 
be viewed in a vacuum- - 1 hese are first^ir. history. 

I r. practically every trial in U . S .. hist or/, people 
have been convicted with only a rare exception. 

Now we have a whole series of oases--even David 
Poindexter in the Federal Courts where you have 
no voire dire (The legal procedure which allows 


learn enough about them to reject or accept them.) 
The judge picked the jury in 15 minutes, asking eacn 
potential juror four standard questions. I . nd 
that to be incredible, they acquitted him with ad- 
mission that he knew that Angela was a fugitive. 

They acquitted him on the technicality that they 
hadn't proved that he knew there was a federal 
warrant out for Angela* What does that mean?^ 

Juries in the past have not turned their verdicts 
cn technicalities and I don’t think they're doing 
it now either* 1 think they’re saying no to some- 
thing. I don't tnink there can be any doubt about 
that. 

Here are a bunch of people, they're against 
the war (which we found out in our voire dire) 
and many of them have been subject to all sorts of 
racism all their lives (after the trial we heard 
some terrible stories.). Judge Murtagh and DA 
Phillips represented the power structure in a 
real sense to them- -every th i ng that is really ugly 
in society* They wanted to say no to Nixon, say 
no to authority. That's my feeling about it. 

It wasn't simply that the prosecution didn't 
have a good enough case, although the DA did have 
a hard time proving what the Panthers were supposed 
to have done,, I think they were repulsed by the 
tactics used by the undercover police and the whole 
business of secret police, I think the use of 
secret police had a big effect on the triaK 

DO YOU THINK THAT WAS PRIMARILY BECAUSE THE 
DEFENSE BUILT UP THE CASE THAT WAY? 

There are two ways of looking at the case*. 

You can look at it in the context of the trial 
itself. Yes, we pushed that, we tried to put 
the Bureau of Special Services (BOSS) — the New York 
City Red Squad--on trial. That was a strong theme 
throughout the defense: that you couldn't trust 

them. 

We also talked a lot about what it means to 
be a black person in the streets: what kind of 

things you talk about, what is the street language, 
what does it mean you really do, what is talk, 
what is rhetor i c- -that was a whole other thrust. 

The second major thrust was how do you make your- 
self feel like you have power. This is what the 
Black Panther Party did. 

I think the trial in some ways is more related 
to the history of blacks in this country than to 
the history of radicals,. I'm not so sure that white 
revol u t ionar i es are going to have the same kind of 
trial. The acquittals might be much more based in 
the new consciousness of racism,, Originally the 
lawyers talked about this trial in the context of 
political trials like the Chicago 7. I have the 
feeling that the Panther acquittal has more to do 
with the history of black people and Southern jus- 
tice and that whole thing. 

THE BLACK LONGSHOREMAN ON THE JURY— WASN'T 
HE QUOTED AS BEING REALLY MAD AT THE JUDGE AND AT 
ONE POINT SAYING THAT THIS TRIAL WAS WORSE THAN 
MISSISSIPPI . 

Yes, and another black related it to his ex- 
periences in the South. The whole issue of racism 
had more to do with it than that they were revo- 
lutionaries. If it were white people who were in 
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the conspiracy to bomb, I don't know. 

DO YOU THINK THE LONG VOIRE DIRE HELPED YOU 
GET A FAVORABLE JURY? 

A lot of people said that we had a very unique 
jury because of the long detailed voire dire. 

That’s true but in years past we wouldn't have got- 
ten the large number of intellectuals and black 
people in the panel to choose from. Juries are 
taken off voter rolls. The number of black people 
has increased tremendously on voter rolls since 
the civil rights movement And I think also a 
whole awareness of the courts has made people like 
the editors who were on the jury feel that they 
should serve rather than getting out of it. They 
understood that the court system is a mess and had 
some interest in it. Some of the jurors were real- 
ly well educated-- that would be an unders ta temen t 
— totally informed about the goings on In the 
court system, about the different trials and about 
what a political trial is* I think that wasn't 
true a number of years ago. The law and the courts 
were something that happened downtown and that was 
it* They didn’t have any relation to it Q But 
the whole thing about the prison revolts and the 
crumbling bureacracy of the courts made them aware 
of what they were getting into c They didn't 
walk in cold. 

The classic question of the voire dire--would 
you give a police officer's testimony more weight 
because he was a pol i ceman— i s a lmost out of date Q 
Right now I think that it’s almost backwardso 
When you ask that question people look at you like 
you're crazy--everyone knows that cops lie. 1 
think that the DAs are going to start asking 
"would you disbelieve a person becausehe is a 
pdl iceman." That’s f an tas t i c— tha t shows a 
whole change in attitude towards authority and 
law enforcement which makes a jury like that 
poss i bl e . 

There's a basic mistrust which is exciting. 
That's why 1 don’t think that this particular 
voire dire or the fact that it was in Manhattan 
is really at the root of it* Though I'm sure 
that had a lot to do with it. 

THE NEW YORK LEGISLATURE HAD A BILL PENDING 
TO ELIMINATE VOIRE D I RES- -LUCK I LY IT WAS DEFEATEDo 
IF IT HAD BEEN PASSED WHAT THEN? 

Terrible. It's terrible to try political 
cases in federal court where there is no voire 
dire--you get your first 12 people* The defense 
can only request to ask questions and the judge 
can do basically what he wants* In practical 
terms of day to day cases, the loss of the voire 
dire is cataclysmic. I think you'll still have 
your few people with a more open attitude because 
I think attitudes are changing but it's still 
cataclysm! c. 

It's very smart trying to get rid of the 
voire dire because prosecutors are going crazy 
with jury tria!s--ycu have one guy who says "I 
don't convict" so the whole thing is thrown out. 
Prosecutors are more willing to 1 uwer charges to 
avoid a trial now that misdemeanors are subject 
to jury trials It makes them less willing to 


stJck with a jury trial. 

You can bring suit if voire dires are abol- 
ished but there's no question about the outcome 
because the judges rule on that-- i t 1 s their sys- 
tem* 

YOU MENTIONED THE POLICE AGENTS AS A MAJOR 
THRUST— HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU THINK THEY WERE 
SWINGING OVER? 

The stuff in the trial about police agents^ 
was crucial* I think the FBI and police are going 
to change a lot of policy. They have real problems 
with agents. It’s a kind of back-fired liberal 
thing. All the stuff about World War I I the SS 
it really looms large in people's minds* Agents 
crawling around* They've always been despicable 
but never more than now* 

THE AGENTS ALWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE SUCH INCON- 
SISTENT TESTIMONY..* 

They may have ambiguous feelings. Like 
Ralph White. I think he was ambiguous about which 
person he was: a Panther or a cop. They have 

things about who they like, and who they don't. 

They forget things about people they cared for, 
and it becomes very confused* They all denied 
having dislike for the Panthers, though maybe 
that was something they were told to say. I think 
White made a joke about defecting to the Panthers 
to a grand jury. He laughed, everybody laughed. 

It was supposedly a big joke* 

Gene Roberts, another agent, and Kinshasa, 
a Panther 21 defendant grew up together. They knew 
each other in high school. They both went into the 
service* Kinshasa came back and joined revolution- 
ary groups and Roberts joined the police department 
Their basic experience isn't so far off. 

There was a certain amount of hate for them 
but there was also a certain amount of thinking 
that they were pathetic* We tried to show that 
there's a hierarchy in BOSS and that they're using 
these guys to go out and infiltrate * 

DA Phillips had no understanding of the de- 
fendants, their lawyers or any analysis of the 
situation* He took the only approach 'that he knows 
Good people don't have anything to do with bombs, 
America is fine, most people want It the way it is 
and that only a few kooks stray away. He thinks 
whatever is bad will improve* 1 t 1 s very naive. 

He never showed any insight and I think that lost 
i t * 

DO YOU THINK GUY GOODWIN, THE U.S* PROSECUTOR 
WHO BROUGHT DOWN INDICTMENTS AGAINST THE CHICAGO 
7, SEATTLE 7, AND THE RECENT GRAND JURY INVESTIGA- 
TIONS IS MORE SOPHISTICATED? 

He's very heavy handed, very out front* Mit- 
chell appoints all these people, and he still 
thinks everything is a Communist plot and we're 
all being funded from Red China. The FBI Is now 
supposedly training young people to be longhairs 
and student types~-they should have done that 
10 years ago. 
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ETHIOPIA JAILS THOUSANDS OF HIGH SCHOOL PROTESTORS 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (LXS) —With the Organiz- 
ation of African Ihvty conference over and visit- 
ing dignitiaries safely dispatched for heme, Em- 
peror Haile Selassie and his government can turn 
their attention to the problem of what to do with 
thousands of high school students, between 16 and 
20, who are under arrest in four detention camps . 

It is not known just how. many youths were 
rounded up on the streets here before the con- 
ference started in late June, Estimates vary 
between 2000 and 4000, 

The mass arrests came as a climax to the 
most spectacular demonstrations ever to have oc- 
curred in the 40 years that the 78-year old 
emperor has been on the throne. The high school 
students have captured the sympathy of the people 
--and even of the police. 

The high school students' protest- -which led 
to the closing down of all Addis Ababa's govern- 
ment schools, as well -as several outlying towns - - 
came after earlier strikes by teachers (supported 
by their pupils) and by a large section of the 
university students. 

The high school demonstrators have won mas- 
sive support by striking against the 20 percent 
rise in bus fares, the steep and sudden rises 
in food prices, the arrest of vagrants in the 
capital, and in favor of land reform at. a time 
when peasants are becoming increasingly restless 
under the old feudal system, (Close to 3/4ths 
of Ethiopia's peasants are tenants who pay as 
much as 75% of their crops in taxes and rent to 
the emperor, the few noble families and the church 
who between them own an estimated 90% of the 
cultivable land.l 

The high school students roamed the streets 
attacking buses (76 were damaged.) They attacked 
the cars of a minister and of a princess. They 
attacked all the Mercedes cars they came across 
and the Mercedes showroom- -the Mercedes is the 
status symbol of the successful elite--and they 
attacked the homes of less popular ministers, who 
include Ras Misfin ; one of the country's richest 
men, who has been singled out as the symbol of 
’’the man who steals the poor man's cow,” 

But it was the students' guerrilla sorties 
into the capital's market that gained them them 
the most public sympathy. They would go up to 
a trader and ask him how much he charged for his 
butter, which has gone up almost 100 percent. 
Faced by intimidating numbers, the trader would 
quote a figure much below the going price; the 
youths would then call to the people to come and 
buy at the lower price. 

For once the police did not interfere. 
Themselves victims of the price rises, they stood 
passively by. As a result, the army had to be 
called in. The cabinet ordered the closing down 
of the schools. Finally, the decision was made 
to round up the demonstrators. 
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TURCO OUT ON $10,000; 

MISTRIAL DECLARED, NEK TRIAL IN FALL 

BALTIMORE (LNS) --After 8 months in jail, Arthur 
Turco, a white radical N.Y. lawyer, accused of 
ordering the execution of a Baltimore black, 

Eugene Anderson, during the summer of 1969 is free 
on $10 ,000 bail . 

Bail was granted after Criminal Court Judge 
James Murphy called for a mistrial July 2 when a 
jury of 8 blacks and 4 whites reported that it was 
"hopelessly deadlocked" after 19 hours of deliber- 
ation over a 2-day period, Turco will be retried 
in the fall. 

According to one of the jurors, James Stark, 
a postal clerk serving on the six-man, six-woman 
jury, the vote was 10 to 2 for conviction. During 
the trial the prosecution argued that Anderson was 
killed because members of Baltimore's chapter of 
the Black Panther Party thought he was' a police 
informer . 

Sixteen other people, all black, who were also 
charged with the killing are now free. Most of 
the charges were dropped, and one man was even ac- 
quitted in a recent trial. One person, Ed Conway, 
is serving a life term for the killing. Turco 
was arrested because he- hud* been* in" town - at the time 
of Anderson 's death* defending" a Panther.’ 

Stark stated that one of the two dissenting 
jurors thought that the thing never happened and 
that the other voted for acquittal because one of 
the three key prosecution witnesses, Donald Vaughn, 
"couldn't read or write". Vaughn had at first 
pretended to be able to read a statement he alle- 
gedly had dictated to police. 

--30-- 

********************* ****** *********************** 
IRISH WOMEN SMUGGLE- BIRTH' CONTROL ACROSS' BORDER 

DUBLIN, Ireland (LNS) --The "pill train" recently 
roared into Dublin and was greeted by hundreds of 
cheering women. The train carried all kinds of 
contraceptive devices bought by 47 Dubl in women who 
had made a one day shopping trip to Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, where contraceptives are legal. 

The women were defying a 1935 law which bans 
birth control in Ireland. According to an article 
in the San Francisco Sunday Examiner and Chronicle 
(5/23/71), Irish women have an average of nearly 
one child per year. 

When the women reached the customs barrier, 
officials questioned a few of them and confiscated 
a few of the devices. They soon gave up as con- 
traceptives began flying over the barriers to the 
waiting women. 

One woman dashed up to an official, swallowed 
a birth control pill, and said "I have just asserted 
my constitutional rights. What are you going to do 
about it?" The bewildered official did nothing. 

So many women refused to give up the contraceptives 
that the flustered customs officers said "We don't 
want them. . .you can go through." 

- -30- - 
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NIXON STILL USING POWs TO PROLONG WAR 
DESPITE PRG OFFER 

Indochina Information Col 1 ect i ve/L I BERAT I ON News 
Servi ce 

"As long as we have prisoners there, we'll have men 
there . " 

Richard Nixon, February, 1970 . 

For more than a year the Nixon admi n i s t ra t i on 
has used American POWs as an excuse for extending 
and prolonging the war in Vietnam 0 Nixon claims 
that a continued American military presence in Indo- 
china is necessary to insure the release of the 
POWs. 

That the opposite is true is now clearly shown 
by the July 1 offer of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) and the Democratic Republic of Viet- 
nam (DRV) to release all the POWs by the end of 
this year if all American troops are withdrawn by 
then . 

This is not a startling new development in the 
Peace Talks. The North Vietnamese and the PRG have 
made it clear in the past that the POWs were no 
stumbling block to ending the war c On April 21, the 
Associated Press reported from Paris; 

M The chief spokesman of North Vietnam’s dele- 
gation at the Paris Peace Talks, Xuan Thuy, said 
today, 'there will be no problem 1 about rapid re- 
patriation of all American prisoners held by Hanoi 
after the announcement of a deadline for total with- 
drawal of all American forces from South Vietnam. 11 

PRG Spokesman Nguyen Van Tien has said: "The 

U.S. government needs only to declare an appropriate 
withdrawal of its troops from South Vietnanu Then 
we are ready immediately to enter into talks on pro- 
cedures and ways to release the captured men* The 
discussions will be on procedures to expedite the 
release." 

Many of the people genuinely concerned about 
POWs, for instance the National League of Families 
of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, 
a group which formally supported Nixon’s policies, 
now speak out for the complete withdrawal of Amer- 
ican forces in order to release the prisoners. 

They recently charged that the U a S. government 
"creates a situation in which the prisoners have 
become political hostages." 

Nonetheless, administration spokesmen continue 
to make statements which indicate that thfe U.S. 
plans to leave an unspecified number of troops in 
Indochina until the prisoners are returned, It is 
not clear how a reduced force can bring about the 
freeing of the prisoners when the present force is 
inadequate to do so. 

The administration did order a spectacular 
"rescue" attempt in November 1970--the Son Tay raid 
Aside from the poor m i 1 i ta ry intelligence, (the camp 
was empty), the raid showed a clear lack of any o- 
ther sort of intelligence. The Geneva Convention 
on pr i soners prov i des that an attack on a POW camp 
makes the prisoners official combatants. So the 
North Vietnamese would have had the right to shoot 
any prisoners in the camp In short, the admini- 
stration was recklessly endangering the prisoners 

for poltical reasons. 
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The justification offered for the Son Tay raid 
was that the North Vietnamese were mistreating Amer- 
ican prisoners. Nixon has claimed: “We have had 

a very difficult experience with the North Vietna- 
mese, who have, without question, been the most 
barbaric in their handling of prisoners of any na- 
tion in modern history." (April 16, 1971) 

The only evidence for mistreatment comes from 
a couple of prisoners who have been released by the 
North Vietnamese as a good will gesture. To under 
stand their testimony, i tpays to remember that all 
soldiers released or escaped from POW camps. have 
to go through extensive "debriefing" by military^ 
officials, followed by a period of "readjustment 1 
before they are allowed to say anything in public. 

But, in at least two cases ex-POWs did manage 
to speak publicly before debriefing. In one case 
Sgt. Vernon C. Shepard was quoted before debriefing 
as saying: "I could never take arms against these 

people, the way they treated me. That will be my 
view forever. I was never tortured,, I was humane- 
ly treatedo" (New York Post Dec. 13> 1969)* After 
debriefing Shepard described his "ill treatment" 
as a prisoner (in a military publication "Inside 
the Turret") * 

The bulk of the ill treatment testimony comes 
from Navy Lt. Robert Frishman, who stated before 
debriefing that he would be eternally grateful to 
his captors for performing a delicate operation on 
his elbow, shattered by shrapnel, instead of simply 
amputating his arm. After debriefing he charged 
that he had been tortured by a bungled operation on 
his el bow! 

The only confirmed mistreatment of prisoners 
has consisted of unauthorized acts by individuals, 
espec i a 1 1 y peasants whose homes have been destroyed, 
and whose families have been killed or maimed by the 
acts of the POWs. Most U.So soldiers in North Viet- 
nam are bomber pilots trained at a cost of about 
$500,000 each. The many prisoners of the National 
Liberation Front in South Vietnam are not highly 
trained pilots, but low ranking enlisted men. These 
men are omitted from Nixon's propaganda. It is 
worth noting that those who have returned from the 
NLF prison camps have not reported m i s t reatment <> 

There is no question that prisoners in the 
hands of the Saigon regime are being mistreated, and 
this with the knowledge of U.S Q advisors. The not- 
orious "tiger cages" for political prisoners exposed 
by reporter Don Luce and Congressmen Augustus Haw- 
kinds and William Ancfersonare one example,, 

There have been numerous atrocities cited by 
returning veterans--at the Winter Soldier Investiga- 
tion, held under the auspice of Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War, among other sources. Instances in- 
clude attaching electrodes to the genitals to pro- 
duce an ext raord i na r i 1 y painful shock, throwing 
prisoners from helicopters, and dragging them behind 
tanks or armored personnel carriers. 

The DRV has now offered to have its camps in- 
spected by Amnesty I n ternat i ona 1 , a respected Lon- 
don based group devoted to securing the rights of 
political prisoners and POWs everyv/h ere. The one 
condition on this offer is that the prison camps in 
South Vietnam would a I sohave to be inspected. It 

Service ( *"3 "57~J J u 1 y "I 0 > 1971 


more . * . 


appears certain that the Saigon regime will refuse* 

Under the circumstances the U.S. proposal that 
all POWs be moved to a neutral country cannot help 
but strike the North Vietnamese as ridiculous, Wil- 
fred Burchett, an Australian journalist who reports 
from Hanoi and the liberated zones of South Viet- 
nam wrote that this U.S. proposal "is not likely 
to impress the Vietnamese as serious, except as 
an expression of U.S. intent to greatly step up 
the bombing of North Vietnam and to have U.S 0 pi" 
lots out of the way so that perhaps even tactical 
nuclear weapons could be used,," 

The new DRV-PRG proposal leaves no doubt that 
POWs will be released proport ionately as American 
troops are withdrawn. Doubts based on the supposed 
unreliability of the North Vietnamese promises are 
ridiculous anyway c Also, even though* article 
118 of the Geneva Convention provides that prison- 
ers shall be returned at the^nd of the hostilities, 
there was a similar situation in 1 95^+ , after the 
French defeat at Dienbienphu, prisoners were re- 
turned starting 11 days after the peace agreement; 
and the return was complete within 30 days after 
that * 

The U.S. demands that the North Vietnamese re- 
turn prisoners while the Uo$, continues to bomb 
them, without even a promise of a date for stopping 
is absurd. If returned, the POWs might well re- 
sume their deadly occupation* At least one re- 
turned prisoner, Joe Carpenter, is now at work 
again training pilots for combat* 
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"STREET-WALKERS" TO WALK THE PLANK? 

N.Y.C. CRACKS DOWN ON PROSTITUTION 

NEW YORK (LNS) --C r i m i na 1 Court Judge Morris 
L. Schwalb denied bail to two women arrested for 
loitering with the intent to solicit July 6„ 

Since prostitution is considered a misdemeanor, 
this was the first time that bail had been refused 
a misdemeanor charge in New York City., Judge 
Schwalb claims that his decision to withhold bail 
was based on his belief that prostitutes cause 
venereal disease and that as long as they go free 
"the welfare of the public is in serious jeopardy," 
New York Radical Feminists cite a recent study 
that proves only 5% of venereal disease can be 
traced in any way to prostitution. 

The following day, after a meeting with his 
6-man, 1 -woman task force. Mayor Lindsay announced 
a crack-down on prostitution in the mid-town area 
of Manhattan stating that. 

"The mid“town area is a unique international 
tourist and business center and ought to reflect 
the dignity and spirit of the city We will make 
every effort to eliminate the abuses that have 
tarnished its character." 

A month before Lindsay announced his campaign 
to purify the city, teams of the Tactical Patrol 


Glass. The city will also wage war against the 
cheap hotels in the mid-town area to which pros- 
titutes bring their customers. This is entirely 
satisfactory to owners of the bigger N.Y. hotels. 

In the words of the executive vice president of 
the Hotel Association of New York, "sleazy hotels 
do not creat anything for the industry. 11 

Over 100 women demonstrated in front of the 
Criminal Courts building during the July 6 bail 
hearing* The women, representing several women’s 
and gay liberation groups, demanded a speedy* 
trial for the arrested women and Judge Schwalb's 
res ignat i on . 

In a statement by The Feminists, one of the 
groups at the demonstration, the broader signifi- 
cance of the trial is outlined* 

"As long as there are a group of women com- 
mandeered to satisfy male sexual needs (i.e. 
power needs) no woman can hope for equality in 
this society* When some of us are forced to dis- 
play ourselves like goods on the streets, it is 
the ever present symbol of our role as sex ob- 
jects for the male. We ar all victims of it. 

These are our sisters that are degraded and out- 
lawed because they are women, and there are no 
males in a comparable position. "Successful" 
women may move freely, but only within the bounds 
prescribed by men. Move beyond that — and we 
find ourselves being treated like prostitutes." 
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HARRIS POLL SHOWS ANTI-WAR FEELING HIGH AMONG 
UNIONISTS 

NEW YORK(LNS)--Remember last spring when 
hardhats beat up peace demonstrators on Wall St. 
in New York? The straight press played it up 
omitting the fact that the men were deliberately 
encouraged to rough up demons t rators and were 
given 2 hours off for lunch to do it* 

Another surprising fact which one would be hard 
put to find in the straight press is a Harris Poll, 
published a month or two ago, which found that 
union members--2A% of the households of this 
country--hold political views the same as, or to 
the left of the general public. 

Sixty-four percent of all union members want 
withdrawal of all U.S. troops from South Vietnam 
by the end of 1971 , as compared to 61% of the gen- 
eral public at the time of the poll. Only 37% of 
union members are in favor of counter demonstrations 
to peace demonstrations (as opposed to k0% of the 
general public). Fifty-eight percent are in favor 
of the Supreme Court order to desegregate the 
schools in the South as compared to 55% of the gen- 
era 1 pub 1 i c u 
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PLEASE PAY YOUR JULY BILLS-- 

AND IF THERE'S ANY NEWS WHERE YOU ARE DON'T FORGET 
TO WRITE OR CALL! Mill! 


orce started photographing women suspected of 
e i ng prostitutes on mid-town streets. In the 
uture there will be more recommendations for 
ail terms instead of mere fines for convicted 
rostitutes, according to Assistant D.C Melvin 
age 5 
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FOUR PANTHERS ON TRIAL IN NORTH CAROLINA 

HIGH POINT, N.C. (LNS)--The trial of four 
Panthers, the High Point 4, begins on July 26. 

The four, Larry Medley, George Dewitt, Bradford 
Lilley and Randolph Jennings, are charged with 
assault with intent to kill, assault on a police 
officer and obstructing officers. 

The four were arrested and jailed after 50 
police and sheriff's deputies attempted to evict 
them from the party headquarters. The eviction 
ended in a shoot-out between the police and the 
Pantherso 

The judge who owned the house used as the 
party headquarters decided to evict the Panthers 
when police told him that Panthers were renting 
his house and that they had stolen goods there. 

The judge refused to change his mind about the 
evicition even the Panthers invited him to the 
house and offered to show him the supposedly 
stolen goods. He also refused to sellthe house 
to the Panthers. 

Fifty police went to evict the Panthers 
early in the morning of February 10. At the 
preliminary hearing police said that so many went 
because they expected a shoot-out. One of the 
four , Larry Medley* was wounded in the shoulder 
during the shoot-out. For some time it was 
thought that Medley might be paralyzed. 

The four are still in jail with $15,000 
bond each. 

A rally is planned for July 25, the day be- 
fore the trial begins*. Other programs and speak- 
ers are palnned for the duration of the trial, 
along with a courthouse vigil while the jury is 
out. Housing, food and day care will be provided. 
Contributions to the Panther Defense Fund may be 
mailed to P.0. Box 20 1 9 v Winston-SAlem, N.C. 
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UFW0C CALLS BOYCOTT ON WINE GRAPES 

All You Can Ea t/L I BERAT I ON News Service 

DELANO, Ca 1 i f w (LNS) --Members of the United 
Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFW0C) and 
supporters occupied the New York sales office of 
Heublein, Inc, July 6. Ten people are now fasting. 
The group is demanding that Heublein use only 
union grapes in its wine and other products. 

Meanwhile the United Farm Workers (AFL-CI0) 
have declared a national boycott on the products 
of United Vintners Inc. and its coporate parent, 
Heublein, Inc, which are, respectively, the 
largest wine grape grower and the largest liquor 
conglomerate in the country, Heublein's biggest 
sellers, the principal targets of the boycott, 
are Italian Swiss Colony Wines and Smirnoff Vodkau 

The Farm Workers are demanding a decent wage, 
better working conditions (specifically guarantees 
against the use of poisonous pesticides) and med- 
i ca 1 benef its. 

For more information write the UFW0C, P.0. 

Box 62, Keene, California 93531. 
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APPALACH I A 

I am Appalachia! In my veins 

Runs fierce mountain pride: the hill - fed streams 

Of passion; and, stranger, you don't know me! 

You've analyzed my every move — you still 
Go away shaking you head. I remain 
Enigmatic. How can you find rapport with me-- 
You, who never stood in the bowels of hell, 

Never felt a mountain shake and open its jaws 
To partake of human sacrifice? 

You, who never stood on a high mountain, 

Watching the sun unwind its spiral rays, 

Who never searched the glens for wild flowers, 
Neverpicked ma/apples or black walnuts, never ran 
Wildly through the woods in pure delight, 

Nor dangled your feet in a lazy creek? 

You, who never danced to wild sweet notes, 
Outpourings of r » i mb 1 ef i ngered fiddlers; 

Who never just "sat a spell" on a porch, 

Chewing and whittling; or hearing in pastime 

The deep-throated bay of chasing hounds 

And hunters shouting with joy, "He's treed! 11 

You, who never once carried a coffin 

To a family plot high up on a ridge 

Because mountain folk know it's best to lie 

Where breezes from the hills whisper, "You're home" 

You, who never saw from the valley that graves on 

a hill 

Bring easement of pain to those below? 

What life is all about; they don't need pills 
To tranquil ize the sorrow and joy of living. 

I am Appalachia: and, stranger, 

Though you've studied me, you still don't know. 

--Muriel Miller Dressier 
Appa lacn i a /Great Speckled 
Bird /LNS 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * k kkkkkkkk k k k 

TWO WHITE, NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL GUARDS DEAD 

WILMINGTON, N. C . (LNS) --After 5 months of 
continuous racial conflict two Pinkerton guards 
were found shot to death July 7 in a junior ii I g h 
school they had been hired to protect. The school 
is in a predominantly black neighborhood. Private 
guards were hired for public schools by the county 
Board of Education after an early morning fire 
destroyed the school administration building 
ear 1 ier this year . 

Since a black rebellion in February 18 mys- 
terious fires have destroyed a number of white- 
owned businesses. In the same time period, two 
black people were shot in the leg, one black 
student was murdered while visiting a friend, and 
a black woman was run over by whites driving a 
white Cadillac. Wilmington's population is 
50,000; one-third black. 

Local authorities say there is no apparent 
reason to connect the guard slayings with recent 
rac i a 1 strife. 
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STONY BURNS GETS 3 YEARS FOR SHOOTING MATCH WITH 

COP 

.DALLAS (Space City/ LNS)—A long-time Dallas 
activist was convicted recently for interfering 
with a police officer and sentenced to three years 
in prison, 

Brian Stein, better known as Stony Burns, was 
arrested April 12, 1970, during a civil disturbance 
in Lee Park here. 

The Lee Park disturbances started when police 
began arresting people who had come to hear a rock 
concert for swimming in a nearby creek. A crowd 
grew and people started throwing rocks and bottles 
at the police when an officer levelled a shotgun 
at the crowd. Fighting between the police and the 
kids continued throughout the afternoon. 

Burns, former editor of Dallas Notes, the local 
underground newspaper, was among six men indicted 
on felony charges stemming from the incident. 

Rudy Murley, Wayne Easter, Robert Heinshon and 
Jamie Glazier, along with Burns, were charged with 
interfering with a police officer. The sixth de- 
fendant, Mike Maloney, was charged with second 
degree lynching - throwing a coke bottle at a police 
off i cer . 

Maloney later committed suicide while surroun- 
ded by police in Colorado Springs. Murley went 
underground because of multiple drug charges against 
him. Heinshon was sentenced to six years in prison 
as a result of the Lee Park incident. Easter and 
Glazier are awaiting trial. 

Because of his reputation as an active member 
of the Dallas movement, Burns 1 trial turned into 
a small scale political showdown. 

Burns' first trial took place on Feb. 11, 1 97 l • 
The trial ended with a hung jury and the judge de- 
clared a mistrial. 

According to prosecution testimony, most notably 
that of A.M. Cessna, Burns' arresting officer, Stoney 
"crime" consisted of raising a clenched fist and 
shouting slogans. 

Cessna testified that Burns had been leading a 
crowd of about 200 people. "I was somewhat confused 
and scared," he said. "He (Burns) walked towards 
me, pointed right at me and said, 'kill that pig 
bastard.' Then my reaction was to grab him the best 
way I could and that's what I did. I was in fear of 
my life. I figured he might kill me but he was gonna 
have a pretty good fight." 


Dist. Judge T, Scales handed down the three 
year sentence. Burns, who was denied probation, 
is currently free on $2,500 bond pending appeal. 

— 30— 


(Thanx to Dallas Notes for background info) 
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GREEK CIVIL WORKERS MUST CARRY LOYALTY CARDS; 

POLICE CONTROL DISTRIBUTION 

ATHENS, Greece (LNS) — All Greek government 
employees, workers in the gas, electric, trans- 
portation and shipping industries, taxi drivers and 
lawyers must carry cards attesting their loyalty to 
the Greek regime called "Certificates of National 
Virtue." Since certificate distribution is con- 
trolled by local police who can issue or withhold 
the papers at will, popular criticism of the ruling 
military regime has been effectually reduced with 
constant police threats of unemployment. 

Different groups of Greek workers have had to 
carry loyalty certificates during the past kO years. 
At times, like during the premiership of Papandreou, 
1963-65, only employees in government security posts 
had to carry them. But when Papadopoulus took po- 
wer in the 1967 military coup, he extended the 
certificate law to many more work categories. 

By requiring lawyers to have certificates 
vouching for their political loyalty to the regime, 
it is virtually impossible for the hundreds of po- 
litical prisoners now in Greek jails to get fair 
trial s. 
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MITCHELL EVASIVE ON SOUTH EAST ASIAN DRUG TRADE 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --The following is an excerpt 
from a report published in the Washington Post on 
recent testimony by Attorney General John Mitchell 
before the Senate Governmental Operations sub- 
committee : 

Mitchell was responding to a question by Sen. 
Edmund Muskie (D-Maine) , who asked whether it 
was true that high civilian and military officials 
of Burma, Laos, Thailand, and South Vietnam were 
involved in the drug trade. 

"The fact of the matter is there has been in- 
volvement of government officials in some of these 
countries," Mitchell said. "We feel we have iden- 
tified some of them and steps are being taken in 
some of these countries to eliminate their par- 
ticipation . " 


The central question in the case was whether 
shouting and encouraging others to shout at a police 
officer during a disorder constitute i nterf erence. 

Although Federal Judge Sarah T 3 Hughes had 
ruled earlier in the year that one must physically 
interfere to violate the law, the jury felt other- 
wise. The jurors apparently decided, as one of them 
put it, that "yelling and jumping up and down is 
not the way to protest and we actually agreed on the 
verdict because of the obscene 'fuck the pig bas- 
tards' statement and the raising of the 'revolution- 
ary clenched fists. 


Asked by Senator Muskie if there were plans- 
to eliminate big pushers from government posts 
in Asia, Mitchell replied: 

"We anticipate we will be able to do this to 
the extent our country has jurisdiction or other 
means of persuasion," His remark drew appreciative 
chuckles from the Senators. 

Later, Senator Charles Mathias (R-Md.) said he 
presumed that any of these big-league drug traf- 
fickers would be ineligible to run in the upcoming 
election in South Vietnam. Mitchell replied that 
he couldn't answer the question "and wouldn't if I 
could in open session." --30-- 

UJsTi 


Page 7 


LIBERATION News Service 


July 10, 1971 


mo re . . . 




M 


l 


THE PENTAGON PAPERS: 

'’THE VC UNITS HAVE THE RECUPERATIVE POWERS OF THE 
PHOENIX” 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor 9 8 Note: At the end of June* 196 7 
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara* bitterly 
di8illu8ioned with U.S . defeats in the Vietnam 
war commissioned a Pentagon study of Vietnam 
'policy to produce cm fr objective and encyclopedic n 
8tudy of U.S • involvement in Southeast Asia from 
1960 until mid-1968. Middle level Pentagon of- 
ficials* consultants at Rand Corporation and a 
number of aoademic historians did most of the 
research and analysis* which took over a year to 
complete * 

For their information the researchers depended 
primarily on the files of Secretary McNamara and 
Assistant Secretary of Defense John McNaughton • 
William P . Bundy* former Assistant Secretary of 
State for Far Eastern Affairs * also provided some 
of his files . 

Daniel Ellsberg * a systems analyst at Rand 
Corporation for nine years and former assistant 
to McNaughton xeroxed major portions of his copy 
of the 40 volume study (approximately 15 copies 
of the report were made by the government) and 
gave them to the N.Y. Times * Washington Post and 
Boston Globe • After a recent court battle the 
papers are making headlines in these and other 
papers across the country . 

The Pentagon Papers give us an insight into 
the self-serving logic of top government officials 
and the ways a small group of men manipulated the 
Congress and the American people . The documents 
reveal how National Liberation Front (NLF) and 
North Vietnamese resistance prevented the U.S . 
from achieving its goal of total military victory . 

We see the influence of the anti-war movement 
and the fears of the nation 9 s economic elite that 
this anti-war movement was rapidly becoming an 
anti-capitalist movement . In mid-1967 even Assis- 
tant Secretary of Defense John McNaughton was 
reading the handwriting on the wall: 99 There is 

an increased polarization that is taking place 
in the U.S . wit)\ seeds of the worst split in our 
people in more than a century .") 

Ever since Truman's administration, the 
American public has been told that the U.S. is 
in Vietnam to preserve its status as an independ- 
ent! non- communist state and to defend the world 
from Communist aggression that threatens to 
"bury us." 

The domino theory has been repeatedly cited 
to justify U.S. military presence in Southeast 
Asia. McNamara stated the broad outlines of the 
domino theory in a memorandum to President John- 
son dated March 16, 1964: 

"Unless we can achieve this objective in South 
Vietnam (an independent, non-communist South 
Vietnam), almost all of Southeast Asia will prob- 
ably fall under communist dominance (all of Viet- 
nam, Laos and Cambodia), accommodate to Communism 
so as to remove effective U.S. and an t i -Commun i st 
influence (Burma), or fall under the domination 
of forces not now expl i c i t 1 ^ Commun i st but likely 
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then to become so (Indonesia taking over Malaysia)* 
Thailand might hold for a period with our help, 
but would be under grave pressure. Even the Phil- 
ippines would become shaky, and the threat to 
India to the west, Australia and New Zealand to 
the south, and Taiwan, Korea, and Japan to the 
north and east would be greatly increased." 

However, the papers show that not everyone in 
the government agreed with the domino theory. In 
June, 1964 President Johnson submitted a formal 
question to the CIA: "Would the rest of Southeast 

Asia necessarily fall if Laos and South Vietnam 
came under North Vietnamese control?" Their re- 
ply, on June 9 said: 

"With the possible exception of Cambodia, it 
is likely that no nation in the area would quickly 
succumb to Communism as a result of the fall of 
Laos and South Vietnam. Furthermore, a contin- 
uation of the spread of Communism in the area 
would not be inexorable, and any spread which did’ 
occur would take time--time in which the total 
situation might change in any number of ways 
unfavorable to the Communist cause. The extent 
to which Individual countries would move away 
from the U.S. towards the Communists would be 
significantly affected by the substance and 
manner of U.S. policy in the period following 
the loss of Laos and South Vietnam." 

The Pentagon study implies the war was con- 
sidered less important for what it meant to the 
South Vietnamese people than for what it meant to 
the position of U.S. imperialism in Southeast Asia. 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 'McNaughton 
capsulized this perception in a memorandum to 
Secretary McNamara that apportioned U.S. aims in 
South Vietnam: 

"70$- -To avoid a humiliating U.S. defeat (to our 
reputation as a counter insurgent guarantor.) 

20$ — To keep South Vietnam (and then adjacent) 
territory from Chinese hands. 

10$ — To permit the people of South Vietnam to 
enjoy a better, freer way of life. 

Also— To emerge from crisis without unacceptable 
taint from methods used. 

NOT — To 'help a friend', although it would be hard 
to stay in if asked out." 

McNaughton had reasoned in another memorandum 
that even if bombing North Vietnam did not force 
Hqanoi to call off the NLF, "it would demonstrate 
that the U.S. was a 'good doctor' willing to keep 
promises, be tough, take risks, get bloodied and 
hurt the enemy badly." 

While the study shows doubt and worry in the 
Administration, it also reveals the conviction of 
the decision makers that the Vietnamese would 
buckle under their might. 

Walt Rostow articulated this confidence in a 
memorandum to Secretary Rusk in the fall of 1964: 

"I know well the anxieties and complications 
on our side of the line. But there may be a ten- 
dency to underestimate both the anxieties and com- 
plications on the other side and also to underes- 
timate that limited but r eal m argin of Infl u ence 
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on the outcome that flows r rom the simple fact that 
we are the greatest power in the world-- if we be- 
have like it. 

Early in the war, decision makers were deter- 
mined not to be moved by domestic criticism about 
rising American casualties. There is virtually no 
mention of civilian casualties in any of the doc- 
uments printed by the newspapers. The government 
ignored any voice that questioned its definition of 
the "national interest." In a November 14, 1964 
memorandum the Joint Chiefs of Staff said: 

’V/e recognize quite clearly that any effective 
military action taken by the U.S. will generate 
a hue and cry in various quarters. The influence 
that this kind of “pressure" may have upon the 
U.S. acting in support of its national interests 
will be no more than what we choose to permit 
it to be. " 

The government has lied to the American pub- 
lic at every critical stage of the war, when 
U.S. involvement has been escalated and more 
severe military measures were taken. On October 
11, 1961 President Kennedy decided to send General 
Taylor to consult with Diem in Saigon. According 
to the minutes of the National Security Council 
meeting, Taylor was instructed to consider three 
strategies; 

"**Bold intervention to “defeat the Vietcong", 
using up to three divisions of American troops. 

**Sending “fewer U.S. combat forces" to 
Vietnam, not to crush the insurgency but “for the 
purpose of establishing a U.S. presence in Viet- 
nam". 

**Stepping up U.S. assitance and training of 
Vietnam units, furnishing of more U.S. equipment, 
particularly helicopters and other ground trans- 
port--short of using American forces." 

Once the press learned that Taylor was going 
to Saigon there was widespread speculation whether 
he was going to discuss the need for combat troops 
with Diem. The Pentagon study reports that Admin- 
istration officials effectively ended this spec- 
ulation with carefully managed news leaks. An 
example is a dispatch in the N.Y. Times reporting 
that military leaders, including General Taylor, 
were reluctant to send combat units to Vietnam 
and that this question was “near the bottom of 
the list" of things the general would consider. 
From the way the dispatch was handled, the Penta- 
gon report says, it clearly “came from a source 
authorized to speak for the President, and prob- 
ably from the President himself. But in light 
of the recommendations quoted throughout most 
of the staff papers that led up to the Taylor 
mission, the dispatch was simply untrue.” 

Immediately after the Gulf of Tonkin inci- 
dent in early August, 1964, the government’s 
public statements painted the U,So as the injured 
party--one of her destroyers was viciously at- 
tacked by a fleet of North Vietnamese PT boats. 

In fact, the U.S. had been carrying on a covert 
war in North Vietnam since February 1, 1964. The 
clandestine war went under the code name Operation 
Plan 34A, and was directed by Robert McNamara, 
through a special branch of the Joint Chiefs of 
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Staff organization. 

Within six hours after the Pentagon was in- 
formed of the attack on the De Soto patrol, Pres- 
ident Johnson ordered planes from the carrier i 
conderoga to bomb selected targets in North Viet- 
nam. The targets were selected from a list that 
had been drawn up by the Joint Chiefs 4 months 
earlier. 

Within 72 hours of the Tonkin incident the 
Administration introduced the Gulf of Tonkin res- 
olution to a joint session of Congress. The basic 
outlines of the resolution which gave unlimited 
powers to the president had been prepared that 
April a Senator Fulbright sponsored the bill in 
the Senate, and it passed with only two dissenting 
votes. It was passed unanimously by the House. 

In secret hearings on the resolution, McNamara 
denied any knowledge of thecovert war against North 
Vietnam. The Pentagon documents reveal that Oper- 
ation 34A included bombardment of North Vietnamese 
coastal installations by, PT boats, commando raids 
from the sea to blow up rail and highway bridges 
and kidnapping of North Vietnamese citizens for 
intelligence purposes. 

The government lied to the American people 
again in April, 1965. On April 1, President John- 
son decided to send in 20,000 more troops and au- 
thorized a change* in the combat mission of the 
marines from defense of U.S. bases to actively 
seeking out the enemy. In £ memo dated April 6, 
McGeorge Bundy explained how these decisions were 
to be handled: 

“The President desir'es that with respect to 
these actions, premature publicity be avoided by 
all possible precautions. The actions themselves 
should be taken as rapidly as practicable, but in 
ways that should minimize any appearance of sudden 
changes in policy, and official statements on these 
troop movements will be made only with the direct 
approval of the Secretary of Defense, in consulta- 
tion with the Secretary of State. The President’s 
desire is that these movements and changes should 
be understood as being gradual and wholly consis- 
tent with existing policy." 

In fact, the U.S. strategy of escalation was 
based on the deteriorating situation in South 
Vietnam. The U.S. government’s willingness to es- 
calate to boost Saigon’s morale is revealed in a 
memo McNamara wrote in December, 1964: "We should 

watch the situation (in South Vietnam) carefully, 
running scared, hoping for the best, but preparing 
for more forceful moves if the situation does not 
show early signs of improvement." 

In a September 3, 1964 memo Assitant Secretary 
of Defense McNaughton discussed various actions 
that were intended to provoke a North Vietnamese 
response in order to cover up the real motives for 
escalating. “.. .the provoked response should be 
likely to provide good grounds for us to escalate 
if we wished, and the timing and crescendo should 
be under our control with the scenariocapable of 
being turned off at any time." A week earlier, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff had written to McNamara 
stressing that, “These responses (of the U.S.) 
therefore, must be greater than the provocation in 
degree and not necessari ly limited to response in 
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kind against similar targets." 

Since the Vietnamese successfully continued 
their struggle with U.S. bombers making regular 
runs over the North, the Administration decided 
that a bombing halt would be opportune in late 
1965. This decsion was widely seen at the time 
as a gesture of good will and a sincere desire 
for peace. In fact, it was nothing but an ex- 
tension of the government's policy of calculated 
force and destruction. 

In November of that year McNamara wrote: 

"It is my belief that there should be a 
three or four-week pause in the program of bomb- 
ing the North before we either greatly increase 
our troop deployments to Vietnam or intensify 
our strikes against the North. The reasons for 
this belief are, first, that we must lay a found- 
ation in the mind of the American public and in 
world opinion for such an enlarged phase of the 
war. . ." 

After the 37-day bombing halt, when the North 
Vietnamese and the NLF showed that they would 
continue to fight, the U.So drastically increased 
ground troops in the South and intensified the air 
war in the North. 

By the end of December, 1965 there were about 
187,000 U.S. troops in the Sputh--a year later 
there were over 375,000 American personnel. By 
March 1966, the U.S. was dropping two-and-a-half 
times the bomb load per month that it had dropped 
in Korea and was flying almost as many missions 
into Laos as against North Vietnam. By August 
1966 it was dropping each week a tonnage of bombs 
larger than the amount dropped on Germany at the 
peak of World War II. Raids had shifted from 
strikes against selective targets to attacks on 
extensive areas. The risk of killing civilians 
became so inconsequential a consideration by June 
1966 that it no longer stood in the way of such 
air raids. In 1966, statisitics given in a con- 
gressional report indicated that a ratio of two 
civilian casualties for each NLF casualty was 
likely. 

The Vietnamese faced the onslaught of Amer- 
ican military power and refused to give ground. 

In a progress report on the war at the end of 
1967, Admiral U.S. Grant Sharp cited some reveal- 
ing statisitics: From January 1 through Decem- 

ber 15, 1967, 122,960 attack sorties were flown 
against North Vietnam and infiltration routes 
in Laos. SEA Dragon offensive operations in- 
volved 1,384 ship-days on station. He concludes, 
however, that ’’the enemy has been able to re- 
place or rehabilitate many of the items damaged 
or destroyed, and transport inventories are 
roughly at the same level they were at the be- 
ginning of the year." The extensive bombing and 
shelling has failed to stop the flow of materiel 
from North Vietnam to the South. 

The NLF attack on the U.S. Embassy in Saigon 
during the Tet offensive of 1968 demonstrated the 
strength of the Vietnamese after nearly three 
years of bombing. Excerpts from General Earle 
Wheeler's report to Johnson after Tet reveal the 
U.S. evaluation of the offensive: 


"The enemy is operating with relative free- 
dom in the countryside, probably recruiting heavily 
and no doubt infiltrating NVA units and personnel. 
His recovery is likely to be rapid; his supplies 
are adequate; and he is trying to maintain the 
momentum of his wi nter - spring offensive. 

Strong enemy forces in the northern two 
provinces threaten Quang Tri and Hue cities, and 
U.S. positions at the DMZ. Two NVA divisions^ 
threaten Khe Sanh. Eight enemy battalion equiv- 
alents are in the Danang-Hoi area. 

The 1st NVA Division went viritually un- 
scathed during Tet offensive, and represents a 
strong threat in the western highlands. Seven com- 
bat battalion equivalents threaten Dak To." 

The publication of the Pentagon Papers doesn't 
really shock anybody who went to teach-ins in 1966 
or who marched in 1968 or who read underground 
newspapers today, but it does give us some val- 
uable information about the desperation of the 
U.S. ruling class. 

We are witinessing an extraordinary power 
play among the men who run the country. Those 
liberals — McNamara, the N.Y. Times, etc. --who 
originally supported the war effort and then grad- 
ually decided to get out, have broken their tacit 
"gentlemen's agreement*' with their ruling-class 
colleagues who still think that a military victory 
is possible. 

Those men who got us into Vietnam in the 
first place, and kept us there for so many years, 
as the Pentagon Papers show, are now trying des- 
perately to save their system in order to be able 
to surpress more effectively other struggles for 
national liberation and socialism in other parts 
of the world, including the U.S. 

They tell us that the release of the papers 
proves that the system works, but what the papers 
really prove is that the men who run this country 
respond not to ration argument but to force. They 
change their minds about destruction in Vietnam 
only when they see collective energy of the 

Vietnamese rebuild the bombed out bridges, set up 
their factories underground, move their batal lions 
under the noses of U.S. surveillance and attack 
with overpowering force. 

And they change their mind about control and 
repression in this country when hundreds and 
thousands of people take to the streets, when 
thousands of young people disrupt business as 
usual, when their draft boards and research fa- 
cilities get' blown away, as millions of people 
looking for jobs and decent cities to live in be- 
gin to ask very fundamental questions about "their" 
system. 

If the Pentagon papers bring us any closer to 
peace, it will only be because the people have 
understood why they were published in the first 
place. 
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